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Virginia Beach is becoming a premier

green meeting destination, offering environmen-
tally-friendly first-class amenities in a metropolitan coastal
environment. The Virginia Beach Convention Center is the
Nation's and the Commonwealth of Virginia’s first conven-
tion center to earn LEED® Gold certification from the U.S.
Green Building Council." The Convention and Visitors
Bureau (CVB) is a Virginia Green partner, embracing the
Commonwealth’s campaign to promote environmentally-
friendly practices in all aspects of the Virginia tourism and
hospitality industry. Now with over 100 Virginia Green certified
hospitality businesses, Virginia Beach is the Commonwealth's
first “Virginia Green Destination” among other “firsts” including:

e The first convention center to earn
LEED Gold certification for Existing Buildings

® The first Virginia Green Convention Center

* The first Virginia Green Airport —
Norfolk International

® The first Virginia Green Restaurant —
Croc's 19th Street Bistro

® The first Virginia Green Event —
Shamrock SportsFest

® One of the first Virginia Green
Attractions — The Virginia Aquarium

® One of the first Virginia Green Visitors

Centers — the Virginia Beach Visitor
Information Center

These businesses, most locally owned and operated, volun-
tarily chose to join Virginia Green through a charge led by
the Virginia Beach Green Hospitality Team to encourage
businesses to adopt green practices and bring awareness
to this statewide program.

Virginia Green is a partnership program between the Virginia
Department of Environmental Quality, Virginia Tourism
Corporation and the Virginia Hospitality and Travel Association.
For more information on the Virginia Green program, visit
www.VirginiaGreenTravel.org.

Viirginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau
Virginia Green Partnership Efforts

Our Virginia Beach CVB and hospitality partners have
made a commitment to grow & go green. Below repre-
sents an exciting beginning of our collaborative efforts:

e Partnered with Virginia Beach Green Team to
encourage hospitality businesses, venues, attractions
and events to become Virginia Green certified

e Maintain www.virginiabeachgreen.com and
www.vbconventioncenter.com/green

e Support and encourage green meetings,
including teleconferencing for CVB meetings

e Establish eco-tourism packages incorporating

Virginia Green businesses, and eco-friendly

activities such as hiking, biking and kayaking

excursions through First Landing State Park and
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge

e Oceanfront Beach Recycling Program

e Reduction in tradeshow giveaway items, and
use of environmentally-friendly gifts and promotional
items

e Promote the use of Virginia Beach'’s WAVE hybrid-
electric bus transportation, and other alternative ways
to get to Virginia Beach attractions

e Collateral materials printed on recycled paper with
environmentally-friendly inks and posted to web site

1The LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green building rating
system is the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction, and operation
of high performance green buildings. For more information, visit www.usgbc.org/leed.

GREEN

PARTNERSHIPS

Convene Green Alliance

Energy Star

Green Meeting Industry Council
Hampton Roads Green Building Council

Resort Advisory Commission
GREEN Committee

The Sensible Seafood Program
with the Virginia Aquarium

TFC Recycling
U.S. Green Building Council
Virginia Green
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